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Saying “YES” to Cohousing 
 

CoHo has hosted several Welcome Weekends to encourage local 
and out-of-town visitors to meet us and potentially begin a 
6-week membership process to see if they would like to join our 
community.  For both visitors and community members, there is 
often the feel of “courtship blossoming into commitment.”              (Photo:  4/1 group dinner) 
 

A recent visitor at a CoHo Welcome Weekend asked—how do I make the decision 
about living in cohousing?  What should I be asking?  What really matters? 
 

Cohousing membership is by self-selection, so the decision-making 
rests with the prospective member.  How do you decide if life in 
cohousing is your “dream come true”?  How do you know if partnership 
with a particular community is right for you?  How do you feel about 
living in this city, in this neighborhood?  When you think about meeting 
your future neighbors, are you anticipating “love at first sight” or a 
more gradual unfolding of deepening connection?  Can you see yourself 
living in a particular home? 
 

Well, there is no eharmony.com for selecting a cohousing community, but here’‛s a simple 
framework to use (especially helpful for out-of-towners who have a short time to gather 
data and impressions during an on-site visit). 
 

Zev Paiss in The Cohousing Handbook by Chris Hanson says that folks who end up living in 
cohousing are saying: 

 

Yes, I want to live in cohousing 
Yes, I want to live on this site 
Yes, I want to live with these neighbors, and 
Yes, I want to live in this unit 

 



Yes, I want to live in cohousing 
Excerpts from our member bios center on three themes why CoHo members said Yes! to 
living in cohousing.  Notice which responses speak to you. 

 

Sharing 
“I see cohousing as a place where…my neighbors and I 
share more than just a street.” 
“I look forward to… sharing life's events and running with 
the pack of kids (ages 0 -100+).” 
“Sharing resources just makes so much sense!” 
“…much of the pleasure in life is not in owning and 
possessing, but in sharing.” 
 

Caring 
 

“I’‛m looking to cohousing to be a ‘village’‛ for my family.”  
Cohousing “…seems to attract loving people with wonderful energies.” 
“I love the opportunity of experiencing the natural closeness that 
cohousing provides.” 

 
 

Living Sustainably 
“I want to live in cohousing…because it is a more sustainable living solution for our planet.” 
“I am pleased to be a part of CoHo to have the joy of sharing in an 
environmentally concerned, non-violent community.” 
“I want to be part of something that is bigger and more important 
than I am….” 

 

Yes, I want to live on this site 
As with any home selection, an important variable for many folks is 
location, location, location—and with cohousing that includes state, city, and neighborhood.  
With 80+ built cohousing communities across North America, there are a range of choices.  

 

Urban or rural.  Large city or small town.  Spacious neighborhood or 
compact enclave.  University environment or down-home country 
living.  New construction or retrofit.  Cold or hot.  Close to family 
or across a continent. 
(Photo at left:  part of 360q view from Mary’‛s Peak, 30 minutes from Corvallis) 

 

If your options are wide open, consider taking an on-line survey (www.bestplaces.net) to 
identify communities that match your preferences, then crosscheck to see if cohousing is 
already there.  Or meander state-by-state through the community listings on 
www.cohousing.org.  Visit cohousing community websites.  Go on cohousing tours. 

 

http://www.cohousing-corvallis.com/bio/meetus.shtml
http://www.bestplaces.net/
http://www.cohousing.org/
http://www.cohousing-corvallis.com/index.shtml
http://www.cohousing.org/tours.aspx


For cohousing communities that are built or under construction, you can visit the actual 
site.  Walk around.  Come back at different times of the week/day.  Ask neighbors what 
they like and dislike about the neighborhood.  Take photos. 
 

Yes, I want to live with these neighbors 
Meet potential future neighbors via orientations, website bios, phone calls, email 
conversations and best of all—in person.  Learn what drew them to cohousing, what they 
value, and how they feel about things that are important to you. 
 

Learn about the community’‛s work plan, teamwork, communication style, conflict 
resolution skills, whether they “walk the talk” of their vision statement.  Ask about the 
good times, the bad times, and what sustained people on the path to cohousing. 
 

Go to general meetings and committee meetings.  Watch the group in action. 
 

Yes, I want to live in this unit 
And then, of course, there’‛s “home sweet home”--whether it’‛s a condo, apartment, or 
free-standing house.  Will the home that is available work for you?  Will the size, space, 
configuration, and price meet your needs?  Don’‛t forget to factor in the shared amenities 
in the Common House and the outdoor spaces enjoyed by everyone. 
 

…and the Winner is… (drumrollllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll) 
Soak up whatever data, statistical analyses, heart throbs, intuitions, 
comparison charts, insights, or vibrations matter to you about the four 
Yes! factors--cohousing, site, neighbors, unit--and sleep on it.   Take the 
time you need to make this important lifestyle decision. 

 

If you dream of a collaborative lifestyle in a family-friendly university town in a mild 
climate, on a lush green site near the Willamette River with warbling birds, living next to 
vibrant, friendly, irresistible, supportive neighbors in a well-built energy-efficient home 
and sharing delicious home-cooked meals in a bright, open Common House, welcome to 
CoHo Cohousing in Corvallis, Oregon!!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
P.S.  If your dream isn’‛t quite that prophetic, don’‛t forget that one of the final steps in 
the CoHo Cohousing membership process is a Clearness Committee, designed to give 
prospective members an opportunity to think through their commitment to cohousing and 
ask even more questions. 
 

http://www.cohousing-corvallis.com/homes/location.shtml
http://www.cohousing-corvallis.com/homes/location.shtml
http://www.cohousing-corvallis.com/bio/meetus.shtml
http://www.cohousing-corvallis.com/contact.shtml
http://www.cohousing-corvallis.com/contact.shtml
http://www.cohousing-corvallis.com/faq.shtml
http://www.cohousing-corvallis.com/vision.shtml
http://www.cohousing-corvallis.com/homes/design.shtml


Is it time to make your dream of 
living in community come true? 
 

The clock is striking 10, marking the time that 
10 homes are still available in CoHo! 
 
This clock is on the Benton County Courthouse in downtown Corvallis. 
Built in 1889, it is the oldest active courthouse in the state of Oregon. 

 

To find out more about CoHo Cohousing 
 

Website: http://www.cohousing-corvallis.com/index.shtml 
 

Email:   info@cohousing-corvallis.com  (answered by Mike Volpe) → 
 

Phone: Juva DuBoise @ 541-908-5882 → 
 

Susan Hyne @ 541-753-4453 ↓ 
                  
 
                  

 
 
              
Click HERE to read issues of previous newsletters on our website 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike… 
 
 
 

Juva… 
 
 
 

and 
Susan… 

 
 

watching 
a parade 

go by! 
 

- - - 

http://http/www.cohousing-corvallis.com/available/index.html
http://www.cohousing-corvallis.com/index.shtml
mailto:info@cohousing-corvallis.com
http://www.cohousing-corvallis.com/bio/mike.shtml
http://www.cohousing-corvallis.com/bio/dennisjuva/dennisjuva.shtml
http://www.cohousing-corvallis.com/bio/susan-h/susan-h.shtml
http://www.cohousing-corvallis.com/newsletters/newsletters.shtml

